
 

 

SENSITIVE MATERIALS  
 
Board Policy 9051 
 

I. Purpose and Philosophy  
 
Park City School District believes that “[T]he right to receive ideas is a necessary 
predicate to [a student’s] meaningful exercise of his own rights of speech, press, and 
political freedom[,]” and is committed to providing a wide array of instructional materials 
to students through its library collections.  (See Pico Board of Education, Island Trees 
Union Free School District No. 26, 457 U.S. 853 (1982)).  The District also believes 
parents are primarily responsible for the education of their students, and encourages 
parents to be involved in their students’ selection of library materials.  The District seeks, 
through Policy 9050, to provide processes and procedures for selecting instructional 
materials that provide students access to a wide variety of ideas and viewpoints, that are 
educationally suitable for school-aged children, and that are in compliance with state and 
federal law. 

 
II. Board Policy 

 
It is the policy of Park City School District to provide a wide range of library materials in 
a variety of formats, with diversity of appeal, and the presentation of different points of 
view.  It is also the policy of the District to allow a fair review of allegedly inappropriate 
library materials through established procedures. The District prohibits sensitive material 
in any of its instructional material at school, which includes library materials, and will 
follow the established procedures to remove sensitive material from schools while 
protecting students’ First Amendment rights. The District will also accommodate a 
parent’s/legal guardian’s request to not allow the parent’s/legal guardian’s child access to 
certain instructional materials. 
 

III. Definitions 
 

A. “Parent” means a parent or guardian with whom a district student resides or who 
has the legal authority to make educational decisions on behalf of the student. 
 

B. “Instructional materials” means a material, regardless of format, used as or in 
place of textbooks to deliver curriculum within the state curriculum framework 
for courses of study by students or to support a student’s learning in the school 
setting. Library materials are considered instructional materials. 
 

C. “Library materials” are instructional materials located in a school’s library. 
 

D. “Library collections” means the totality of all library materials located in a 
library. 

E. “Library specialists” means District employees overseeing the development and 
maintenance of a school library. 



 

 

F. “Self selection” means that libraries are intended for voluntary selection of 
materials and while a library specialist may offer suggestions and guidance, 
students and parents are ultimately responsible for what a student selects from a 
library. 
 

G. “School setting” means on school property (including but not limited to 
classrooms or a school library) or (regardless of location) an activity sponsored by 
the District or a school but which is conducted by an organization which is not 
part of the District. Such activities can include but are not limited to an assembly, 
a guest lecture, a live presentation, or another event. 
 

H. “Sensitive material” means instructional material that is pornographic or indecent 
material  defined in Utah Code §§76-10-1235, 76-10-1201, 76-10-1203, or 76-10-
1227.  
 

IV. Access to Library Materials 
 

A. Students’ access to library materials is based primarily on self selection. Library 
specialists are available to consult with students and with a parent or guardian of 
students to find appropriate materials, but are not responsible for final selections 
of the student. 
 

B. The District strives to have library collections that all students and parents 
consider appropriate. Nevertheless, the District recognizes the right of parents 
under state law and District Policy 9100 Recognizing Religious Freedoms and 
Rights of Conscience in Schools, to restrict their child’s access to materials the 
parent deems inappropriate. However, parents do not have the right to make that 
determination on behalf of other parents and students. A parent desiring to restrict 
their own child’s access to specific library materials shall submit the request in 
writing (or via email) to the Principal and Librarian at the school their child is 
currently attending. If the material is a required part of classroom curriculum 
activities, the parent must follow the procedures outlined in Policy 9050 IV.C.16. 
 

V. Sensitive Materials Review Procedures   
 

A. Parents of a student who attends the school or an employee or student of the 
school who object to specific instructional or library materials on the ground that 
the materials are sensitive materials (hereinafter referred to as “challenged 
content”), may request a review. 
 

B. An individual is limited to three (3) requests in a given school year.  
 

C. Once a specific title has been reviewed by the committee and retained, that title 
may not be brought to the committee at the same school site for a period of three 



 

 

(3) calendar years from the date of the decision by the committee. 
 

D. Basis for request to review instructional and/or library materials: 
1. The material is or contains Sensitive Material, in which case the request 

will be reviewed in accordance with Section V.E. of this policy. 
 

E. Process 
1. Prior to filing a request for review on any basis, the individual must read 

or review the material in its entirety; 
 

2. Requests must be made in writing utilizing the Park City School 
District’s Materials Review Form (Appendix A) and submitted to the 
Sensitive Materials Review Committee; 
 

3. Challenged material will not be removed from circulation or use while a 
request is being considered. However, any parent may request that their 
student not be required to use challenged instructional material and not 
be permitted to access challenged library material in writing to the 
building principal; 
 

4. The request for review of instructional or library materials shall apply 
only to those materials selected by the District process and procedures or 
under the control of the District, District schools or employees. It does 
not apply to mandated curriculum such as Utah Core Standards, Utah 
Core Courses, or to any other content, material, or methodology 
prescribed by law, rule or regulation or otherwise selected by a state or 
federal entity and which are not chosen or used at the discretion of the 
District, District schools or employees; 
 

5. Challenged material shall be reviewed by the Sensitive Materials 
Review Committee.  Upon receipt of a request for review, the school 
administrator or designee will acknowledge the receipt of the request, 
review the request, and convene a review committee within a reasonable 
time.  
 

6. A Review Committee will include a reasonable and odd number of 
individuals.  
 

7. Members of the Review Committee will include:  
 

a) a facilitator chosen by Park City School District’s administration; 
 

b) at least one administrator or designee;  
 

c) a licensed teacher at the school who is currently teaching English 
Language Arts (ELA) or a subject relevant to the challenged 



 

 

material;  
 

d) a licensed teacher, librarian or school librarian; and  
 

e) parents of current students at the school including parents 
reflective of the school community as required in Subsection 53G-
10-103(3). 
 

8. Parents and teachers on the committee will serve for a period of one (1) 
school year, meaning a new Review Committee will be formed each 
school year upon a request for review. 
 

9. The Review Committee will review one item at a time, and will 
complete the review within 60 school calendar days from the date the 
request is received by the building principal. 
 

10. Members of the Review Committee may not include employees or 
parents who have previously made a “Sensitive Materials” review 
request in the prior three (3) school years. 
 

11. Parents of the Review Committee will be recommended for membership 
by school community councils. Each potential member must complete 
the PCSD Materials Review Committee Application Form (Appendix D) 
and be approved by the Chief Teaching and Learning Officer (CTLO) or 
designee. 
 

12. The appointed chair of the Review Committee shall have at least thirty 
(30) school days from receipt of request to provide training for 
committee members regarding the definition of “sensitive material” and 
preparing for the review. 
 

13. Members of the Review Committee will receive materials to complete 
the review process, including the following: 

a) access to the complete work that includes the material being 
challenged; 

b) a copy of the Materials Review Request form;  
c) a copy of this policy;  
d) relevant information about the title compiled and shared by staff, 

including reason for initial approval of the material. 
 

F. A review of library material for Sensitive Material requires application of both 
state law and First Amendment jurisprudence regarding obscenity. 
 

G. The Review Committee will apply the definition of Sensitive Material, which 
Utah Code 53G-10-103 defines as: “pornographic or indecent material as that 
term is defined in Utah Code § 76-10-1235.” The Review Committee will analyze 



 

 

the material under all of the legal definitions of pornographic or indecent material 
set forth in 76-10-1235, which incorporates those found in 76-10-1201, 76-10-
1203, and 76-10-1227. 
 

H. Where the law states that certain descriptions or depictions as outlined in Utah 
Code 76- 10-1227 have no serious value for minors, the Review Committee must, 
in accordance with the First Amendment, determine whether the material, taken 
as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest in sex of minors, and whether the 
description or depiction in question is patently offensive to prevailing standards in 
the adult community with respect to what is suitable material for minors. 
 

I. Outside of Section 76-10-1227, the Review Committee must also determine 
whether the material, taken as a whole, has serious literary, artistic, political or 
scientific value. 
 

J. If the Review Committee determines that the library material is Sensitive Material 
and removal is appropriate under First Amendment jurisprudence, an 
administrator will remove the material. 
 

K. Materials removed from one school library because the material is deemed 
Sensitive Material will be removed from all libraries in the District. 
 

L. The committee will apply the definition of Sensitive Material and will determine 
by majority vote whether the item constitutes Sensitive Material and, as 
appropriate, whether the item is Sensitive Material with regard to particular age 
groups. In the event of a tie, the appointed chair shall cast the deciding vote. 
 

M. If the item constitutes Sensitive Material, it shall be removed from use or (if the 
item is Sensitive Material only for particular age groups) shall be restricted to use 
by appropriate age groups.  
 

N. The decision and a brief explanation of the decision shall be reported on the 
PCSD Review of Instructional and/or Library Materials Form (Appendix B). 
 

O. In the event the original requestor of the review continues to challenge the 
decision of the PCSD Challenged Content Review Committee for the item, an 
appeal may be made following the process outlined below: 
 

1. Challenged material appeals are made to the Superintendent;  
2. Superintendent will form an appeals committee that may include: 

a) The Superintendent; 
b) The District’s legal counsel; 
c) The Chief Student Services Officer (CSSO) or designee; 
d) The Chief Teaching and Learning Officer (CTLO) or designee; 
e) Librarian who was not a part of the site level review. 

 



 

 

3. Each member of the appeals committee will read the material in its 
entirety. 
 

4. The appeals committee will review the school review committee’s 
written decision to retain the material, and will determine whether the 
decision should be upheld or reversed applying the same analysis 
described above in Sections VI.F. VI.G. VI.H. VI.I. of this Policy. 
  

P. In the event the complainant parent or stakeholder disputes the Superintendent’s 
appeal decision, a final request for appeal may be made to the local Board of 
Education. The Board of Education shall, after reviewing the item in question and 
the decision of the Superintendent, and applying the definition of sensitive 
materials, determine by majority vote whether to sustain, modify, or reverse the 
decision of the Superintendent. The Board of Education’s review is a quasi-
judicial administrative proceeding and is not conducted in a public meeting. The 
Board shall provide a written decision and brief explanation of the grounds for the 
decision. The Board of Education’s decision shall be final. 
 

Q. When the review process has been completed, the results of a sensitive materials 
challenge shall be reported to the Utah State Board of Education using the 
reporting tool provided.  
 

R. Appeals must be registered within thirty (30) calendar days of the determination, 
or the decision is deemed final. 
 

S. Once a final determination has been made, the reviewed material cannot be 
challenged for review for three (3) years from the date of the final determination.  

 
 
Supreme Court case Island Trees School District v. Pico (1982) 
PCSD Board Policy 9050 
Utah Code 76-10-1235 
Utah Code 76-10-1201 
Utah Code 76-10-1203 
Utah Code 76-10-1227 
Utah Code 53G-10-103(3) 
H.B. 374 Sensitive Materials in Schools 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Appendix A: Materials Review Form  

 
Title: __________________________________________  
 
Author: ________________________________________ 
 
School: ________________________________________ 
 
Review Request initiated by: _______________________  Phone Number: ________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________      
 
City: ___________________________   Zip Code: ________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________ 
 
1) Does your child attend this school?    

● Yes     
● No  

 
2) Was this material recommended, assigned, or made available through the students’ school? If 
so, where?  
 
 
3) What concerns you about this material? Please provide examples, page numbers, links, or any 
other information to help in locating or identifying content of concern. Please attach any images 
or other corroborating evidence.  
 
 
4) What action are you requesting the committee to consider?  
 
 
Signature: _____________________________________  Date: _____________ 
 
 
**************************FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY************************* 

 
 
Facilitator for committee as determined by Park City School District Administration:  
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Suggested Review Timeline: 
 
_________________________________________ 



 

 

 
Appendix B: PCSD Materials Review Decision Form 

 
Individual requesting review: ____________________________________________  
 
Date: _______________ 
 
Title:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author: ____________________________  
 
ISBN #: _________________________________________ 
 
Genre: _____________________________ 
 
Class/course that the materials are currently being used in: ___________________________ 
 
 
The PCSD Materials Review Committee has evaluated the materials and recommends the 
following: 
 
 

● Materials adopted as already indicated. 
 
 

● Materials adopted with additional age restrictions. 
 
 

● Materials no longer adopted for use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Appendix C: PCSD Materials Review Appeal Form 

 
Instructions:  
A requestor will submit the District Appeal Form along with a copy of the Materials Review 
decision within 15 business days of receiving the decision from the Material Review Committee.  
 
Requestor Information:  
 
Name of Requestor: __________________________________ Date: ____________  
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number: ______________________________________________________  
 
School: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
School Challenge Decision Date: _________________________________________  
 
The submission of a District Appeal Form will receive a notice of submission within ten (10) 
school calendar days.  
 
Challenged Material Information: 
 
Title: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Author: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Publisher and date of publication: __________________________________  
 
School where title can be accessed: ________________________________  
 
Please provide a written statement setting forth your rationale to appeal the School Committee’s 
decision regarding the title (attach additional pages as needed). 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Requestor’s Signature: __________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________ 



 

 

 
Appendix D: PCSD Materials Review Committee Member Application 

 
Governing Board Policy 9051: Sensitive Materials Policy states: 
 
“Challenged content shall be reviewed by the Sensitive Materials Review Committee.  Upon 
receipt of a request for review, the school administrator or designee will acknowledge the 
receipt of the request, create a case number for review, and convene a review committee within a 
reasonable time according to the procedure outlined below:   
 

1. A Review Committee will include a reasonable and an odd number of individuals. 
 

2. Members of the Committee will include:  
 

a. a facilitator chosen by Park City School District’s administration; 
b. at least one administrator or designee;  
c. a licensed teacher at the school who is currently teaching English Language Arts 

(ELA) or subject relevant to the challenged material;  
d. a licensed teacher, librarian or school librarian; and  
e. parents of current students at the school including parents reflective of the school 

community as required in Subsection 53G-10-103(3). 
 

Members of the review committee may not include employees or parents who have previously 
made a “Sensitive Materials” review request in the prior three (3) school years.” 
 
Thank you for your interest in participation as a member of the PCSD Challenged Content 
Review Committee. We appreciate the willingness of our stakeholders to help us review 
challenged content. It is our goal to ensure a committee balanced with representation by parents, 
community members, grade levels, background experiences, etc. 
 
Please provide your contact information and answers to the questions listed below. 
  
Name: ____________________________________  Date of Application: _____________             
  
Address: __________________________________                                                                                                                              
  
Phone: ___________________________________  Email: ________________________                                                                                 
  
I understand there is a time commitment as a member of the PCSD Challenged Content Review 
Committee, which includes attending afternoon/evening meetings and participating in annual 
training. Additionally, members of the committee are required to read challenged materials. 
Members of the committee serve a term of three (3) years. If selected, I agree to serve on the 
committee, and I am able to fulfill these duties. 
  
Signature: __________________________________ Date: _________________________ 



 

 

 
My children are currently enrolled in the following PCSD schools: 
  

School(s):                                                                                                                            

 

Grade Level(s):                                                                                                                     
  
  
Please briefly describe your background (i.e. training or experience, employment, education 
level). 
  
  
  
  
  
  
What led you to be interested in becoming a member of the committee? 
  
  
  
  
  
Briefly describe an example of a successful membership you have had on a team—what made it 
successful? 
  
  
  
  
  
Please describe any other information you would like us to consider as we develop a committee 
representative of our community. 

 


